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Learning Objectives

01 02 03
Upon completion, the 

participant will be able to 

determine common 

poisons that children my 

encounter.

Upon completion, the 

participant will be able to 

foster a proactive approach 

to poison prevention and 

emergency response in 

schools.

Upon completion, the 

participant will be able 

to highlight the 

resources and support 

offered by poison 

centers.





5 Years and 
Younger



6-12 Years



Tweens and Teens





Common School 
Poisons

• Foreign bodies, toys, miscellaneous 

• Other chemicals

• Hand sanitizers

• Pens/inks

• Sodium/salts

• Desiccants

• Expanding water beads

• Plants 

• Glow products

• Methane/natural gas**



Methane 



Unusual School 
Poisons • Cannabis edibles 

• Lacrimators/defense sprays

• Mushrooms

• Fiberglass

• Fire extinguishers

• Glass



Real Life School Calls
• School custodian inadvertently sprayed Expo White Board Center in his eyes.

• Child arrived at school after receiving a double dose of his own medication. (Parents 

and Grandma both dosed the child).

• Two 14-year-old girls were found huffing fumes from an aerosol hair spray while the 

teacher was out of the classroom.

• HS student got copper chloride and hydrochloric acid on skin while in science class.

• Three 3rd graders took varying amounts of a gummy vitamins from a fellow student 

who brought the medication to school.

• 3-year-old preschool student ingested up to a mouthful of shaving cream.

• 17-year-old took 4 tablets of Morphine 30 mg about 3 hours ago because he was 

stressed  and having a bad day.



A class of kindergartners accidentally drank tequila during snack time at a school© Organically 
Human
A kindergarten class in Michigan accidentally drank tequila during snack time.
A student brought in Jose Cuervo’s ready-to-drink margaritas and the children thought it was 
juice.
A kindergarten class in Michigan accidentally consumed tequila during snack time, Fox 2 
Detroit reported.
One of the kids brought a bottle of ready-to-drink Jose Cuervo margaritas to Grand River 
Academy Livonia in her backpack, according to the news outlet.
Several students drank it. One kindergartner “felt woozy” and a “little dizzy” after having four or 
five sips from a Dixie cup, a parent told Fox 2 Detroit.
The kindergartners who drank the margaritas told their parents they thought it was juice. But the 
kindergartner who initially brought the drink in knew it was alcoholic, Fox 2 Detroit reported.
“The girl poured it in her cup and she drank it and the girl ended up telling her what it is, and she 
went and told the teacher there is liquor in this cup, and the teacher gave her a funny face,” 
Dominique Zanders, a mother of one of the kindergartners, told Fox 2 Detroit.
In a statement, the school said faculty called poison control when they learned the children had 
been drinking margaritas, according to Fox 2 Detroit.
“While we try to keep an eye on everything our students bring to school, that’s simply not 
possible,” the school said in its statement. “It’s unfortunate that these types of adult beverages 
can be easily mistaken for child-friendly drinks.”
“I’m not sure if they are short-staffed or whatever, it shouldn’t have happened,” Zanders told Fox 
2 Detroit.
The school said parents were notified immediately and told that their kids were okay.
Outraged parents are blaming the child’s own parents.
“If your child knows what it is, nothing wrong with it. But they should know not to touch it,” 
Alexis Smith told Fox 2 Detroit. “That it’s not for kids.”
“I had a small conversation with my daughter - nothing big - and she told me the girl knew it was 
liquor,” Smith said.
Grand River Academy Livonia did not immediately respond to Insider’s request to comment.
Written by: Yelena Dzhanova
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Immediate Actions in Poisoning Cases

Immediately contact 

your local poison center 

or emergency services. 

Call for 

Help

Remove the poison and 

secure the area to 

prevent further access 

to potential hazards.

Remove 

Access

Quickly check the child's 

condition for any 

symptoms. Remain 

calm.

Assess 

the Child



Contacting the 
Poison Center

1-800-222-1222
• The call is poison related

• Something was swallowed

• Something was inhaled

• Something was splashed in the eye or on the skin

• Something was injected, to include animal/insect 

bites





Poison Prevention 
and Education



Essential tips for preventing poison access

Safe Storage 
Practices

Locked Cabinets

Always keep poisons in locked 

storage areas.

Original Containers

Store hazardous materials in their 

original packaging.

Out of Reach

Ensure all poisons are stored high 

and away.

Clear Signage

Use visible labels to warn about 

potential dangers.



Poison Prevention

Button batteries

Button batteries are very 

dangerous and should not be 

handled by children

Be prepared

Contact the Poison Help line 

1-800-222-1222 and post the 

number prominently 

Avoid Look-alike 

products

Look-alike products can cause 

confusion in children



Poison Prevention 
Training 

Staff Training

Effective training empowers staff to prevent poison 

incidents.



Importance of 
Policies 

Policy for poisonings

Schools should have policies in place for poison 

exposures that include calling thier Poison Center.



Collaborating with 
Poison Centers for 
Safety

Partnership Opportunities

Invite the poison center to community events, 

trainings, and share their resources.



Poison Center Services and Support

Specially trained nurses 

and pharmacists deliver 

expert advice tailored to 

specific situations, 

helping educators and 

parents navigate 

challenges related to 

poisoning incidents with 

confidence and accuracy.

Expert Advice

The poison center offers 

a round-the-clock help 

line for immediate 

assistance, providing 

expert guidance for any 

poisoning emergencies or 

questions.

24/7 Help Line



The Missouri Poison Center Team





Teaching children about poison safety is essential. Engaging 
activities and relatable examples help foster awareness and 
ensure that kids understand the importance of safety around 
potentially dangerous substances.

Poison Prevention 
Education

















• Use the Missouri Poison Center 

resources for your class and families

• Share our social media to your school 

accounts

• Use our website for online resources

• Share our information in your newsletter

• Reach out if you need resources or 

specific education on poison prevention

Let’s Recap....
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